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Those stubborn and harassing coughs of bronchitis, and particularly of con¬ 
sumption, those violent pains of rheumatism, gout, and the organic affections, 
of cancer, for instance, which disturb the sleep, and frequently deprive the 
patients of the least moments of repose, are all forgotten in the midst of the 
calm and agreeable sleep which codeia procures. 

“ I have witnessed two very conclusive cases of incurable cancerous tumours, 
for which no means of relief, at all lasting, had been found. One of these 
tumours, of an enormous size, almost filled the pelvis, and produced on the pas¬ 
sage of the sciatic nerve pains returning at about 8 o’clock P. M., and with such 
an intensity as to force cries from the patient, who could only become calm but 
towards the morning, when she would fall asleep, overcome with fatigue. Two 
centigrammes' of codeia produced the first day a calm so complete that the pa¬ 
tient thought herself cured, and for the first time since a month she was able to 
take a somewhat copious meal, her appetite having returned for the first time. 
During the twelve days I attended this person, the pains were almost nul, and 
as soon as they reappeared the invalid mastered them with a few centigrammes 
of codeia; it became, however, necessary to increase the dose by degrees, and 
from two centigrammes the patient increased the dose to ten and twelve centi¬ 
grammes. 

“ To explain how so small a dose produced a calm so complete, I must observe 
that her weak state rendered her very sensitive to the action of codeia, which, 
on the other hand, appears to me quite able to bo given from the first in a much 
larger dose than morphia. For example, we have seen the dose of five centi¬ 
grammes of it in the syrup calming the pains of gastrodynia without leaving the 
slightest trace of narcotism; and one of our patients takes at present every day 
fifteen centigrammes of codeia without any bad effect. This invalid, who has 
long made use of opium and morphia, establishes between those agents and 
codeia a difference quite to the advantage of the latter, which does not agitate 
her at all.”— Ed. Mad. Journ., Sept. 1862. 

5. Use of Sfait and Baer in Therapeutics .—Malt has been long since used in 
Germany, and particularly in Berlin, us a popular remedy for bronchial catarrh 
and dyspepsia. It is. however, not more than a year since the German phy¬ 
sicians began to prescribe it after Itustendt, who first announced its advan¬ 
tages. 

In France, brewers were accustomed to use a tisane of malt for bronchitis and 
rheumatism, and lately l)r. Fr6mv has tried this therapeutic agent for many 
mouths on patients in the Beaujon Hospital. 

Dr. Frfemy received direct from a Beilin brewery the medicinal preparations 
of the beer, the powder of malt and the malt beer, and with these he made his 
experiments. According to comparative analysis by Chevrier, essential differ¬ 
ences exist between such malt aud that in use at the Paris breweries. In the 
first place, the Paris malt, shows no trace of diastase, while that of Berlin con¬ 
tains forty-five centigrammes in every thousand grammes. 

The latter also contains a considerable quantity of lupuline, of which there is 
no trace of the former, as well as a portion of cam; sugar, which renders it more 
pleasing to the taste. We must consequently conclude that the method of pre¬ 
paring such malt is different from that followed at Paris. The malt beer is its 
concentrated essence. It has the taste of certain English beers, such as Scotch 
ale, is tolerably frothy, and very aromatic. The malt is taken in the form of a 
hot decoction, aud maybe mixed with milk. The beer maybe taken hot or cold, 
and at dinner. 

Fremy experimented with malt in that hopeless disease, pulmonary tubercu¬ 
losis. Of sixty-four phthisical patients submitted to the remedy nut one was 
cured. Five of them left the hospital so considerably improved that they believed 
themselves well, but auscultation proved that the cure was far from complete. 
In the remainder, the local state continued as before, the phenomena of auscul¬ 
tation remained unaltered ; while in both cases the general phenomena of phthisis, 
viz., perspiration and diarrhoea, were modified for the better. But if, in decided 


1 One centigramme is equal to one-sixth grain. 
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phthisis, malt gave equivocal or no results, it was otherwise in suspected pul¬ 
monary catarrh, iu incipient tubercles, in which cases it was employed with suc¬ 
cess. 

A man of 25 years of age had a cough for many years, had visibly become 
thin, and upon auscultation and percussion presented clear signs of tubercular 
deposit on the apex of the two lungs. He had derived no benefit from the use 
of cod-liver oil, nor from any other of the usual remedies, when, by Fi'6my’s 
advice, he was treated with beer and powder of malt. After two months of this 
treatment, it is attested by Fr6my, that his coug-h had disappeared, respiration 
was more fully performed; the resonance had become less obscure; the mur¬ 
mur gentle and equal; his appetite was excellent; his strength and flesh had 
returned. 

The decoction of malt produced the highest benefit in febrile bronchitis with 
hoarseness, and the symptoms were sometimes subdued in forty-eight hours. It 
was equally useful in chronic pulmonary catarrhs, and especially in those which 
produce grave dyspeptic accidents in old people. The malt in these cases 
rapidly excited the digestive powers, and cured the bronchitis. In dyspepsia, 
also, it was no less successful, after the gravelly complication had been re¬ 
moved. 

From such observations, Signor Fremy concludes that malt possesses a double 
therapeutic virtue; the one, laxative, demulcent; the other, tonic, restorative, 
analeptic. In fact, according to experiments by Bidault, if powdered malt bo 
macerated for an hour in water at 75 cent., a liquid is obtained charged with 
syrup of starch (glucose), and what is more extraordinary is, that in this liquid 
is found free gluten. To this syrup of starch the decoction of malt owes its 
laxative power, and in that it would differ little or nothing from Hippocratic 
tisane; 1 but the gluten, which is free in it, and in a state which offers the 
greatest facility to being absorbed by the digestive organs, the diastase, and the 
bitter principle of the lupuline, give an analeptic virtue to the malt, and make 
an anti-dyspeptic of it. These united virtues render malt a valuable medicine, 
one of great utility in numerous cases, and which ought not to be surrendered 
entirely to vulgar medicine.—Translated by M. Donovan, for Dublin Med. Press, 
from Lo Sperimentale, Fas. vii. 

6. On Some Local Anaesthetics. — Messrs. Dyce Duckworth, and Richard 
Davy, record (Edinburgh Medical Journ., July, 1862) the results of some in¬ 
teresting experiments made by them with certain local aumsthetics. They em¬ 
ployed chloroform in the form of liquid and vapour; ammonia in vapour and 
liquid ; chloracetization and ice. 

They relate the following experiments made with chloroform :— 

“Exp. 1. Vapour. —We applied the vapour to our arms in test tubes for 
periods of ten and fifteen minutes. In about three minutes a feeling of coldness 
was experienced iu the parts operated upon, the skin becoming reddened. This 
sensation merged into one of slight irritation, but never amounted to pain. In 
from ten to fifteen minutes, on pricking the arm, sensibility was decidedly 
diminished, though not abrogated. Subsequently no local signs of irritation 
remained. 

“ Exp. 2. Topical Application of Chloroform in the form of Liquid. —-We 
applied chloroform on lint, and in test tubes, to the backs of our hands and arms 
for periods varying from ten to thirteen minutes. Verysoon an irritative action 
commenced in the part, gradually increasing and becoming slightly painful for 
about seven minutes, when the pain began to diminish, and a sense of heat re¬ 
mained in the part, with well-marked redness. On pricking the arm in one case, 
it was found totally insensible to the stimulus for the space of half a minute, 
after which sensibility gradually returned. In the other case, total anaesthesia 
was not produced—the application, however, being maintained for ten minutes 
only. The sensibility was nevertheless greatly diminished. In both cases per- 


1 Ilippocrass is a kind of a spiced wine formerly much in use in England and 
other countries.— Translator. 



